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NOTES ON SOME TOKENS OF ARMENIA 


By 


J. Guevrekian and Edited by ¥. T. Nercessian 


Numerous tokens were printed in Armenia from 1917-1924. They 
were printed by local cities, banks, organizations, institutions, 
tradesmen, etc. One may assume that lack of small denomination 
currency or change, issued by the government in power, was not 
sufficient enough to conduct daily commercial business. 


Sufficient historical data is not available to shed more 
light on how and why they were issued and what kind of role they 
played in the economy of Armenia. It is known for a fact that all 
these tokens are very specialized and unpublished. The collectors 
are not even familiar with their existence. The present notes may 
not be considered a scholarly paper. Yet, it is an effort to pub- 
lish all of the known tokens with the hope that there may be 
others in some remote collections and that they may be discovered 
because of this article. 


The writer is grateful to Albert Pick of Bayerische Hypotheken 
und Wechsel Bank Ag., in Munich, Germany, for being kind enough to 
provide a record of these Armenian tokens existing in their col- 
lection. Reproductions of tokens are actual size. Normally, a 
typical size is quoted for comparison purposes. 


1. Iron Cooperative (Fig. 1) 


The token is printed in black on white paper. On the 
top middle can be seen a few letters superimposed on 
each other. On the top left and right an ax and anchor 
are crossing each other. An ornamental design borders 
the token on three sides. The top legend in Armenian 
is “oruueuoom™ (Iron ecodérabive In the middle, 

the note number, denomination, and value are printed 

in Armenian. Underneath, space is provided for Commit- 
tee signature. Date, city, and signature do not appear 
on both 1 and 50 ruble tokens. 

Size: 7.3cm x 11.5ecm. 
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Fig. 1. Iron Cooperative tokens 


2. Russian Dramatic Theatre (Fig. 2) 


The token is printed in black on white paper. The 

top Russian legend states that it belongs to PYCCKVU 
APAMATUYECKUM TEATP (Russian Dramatic Theatre) in 
Leninakan. The tokens are stamped with the seal of 
the Russian Dramatic Actors Guild in Russian. In the 
center of the seal the script bears the standard 
slogan of the communists. The value and denominations 
are printed in a rectangular margin. Dates do not 
appear on any one of the tokens. It can be surmised 
that the tokens were printed in 1924 or later since 
Alexandropol was named Leninakan in 1924. The subject 
tokens are printed in 5, 10, 15, 20, 50 kopek and 

1 ruble denominations. 

Size: 7.5cm x 5.7cm. 
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Fig. 2. Russian Dramatic Theatre tokens 


3. Worker's Credit (Fig. 3) 


The notes are printed in black on white paper. On the 
top of the note we see the initials of "2. U. m™ 2." 
(A. S. S. R. -- Socialist Soviet Republic of Armenia). 
On the upper left corner the legend states in Armenian 
"RuvUunNrUuely Yury" (Worker's Credit). The same legend 
appears in Russian on the right corner. On the left 
side (larger notes, on left and right respectively) the 
value and denomination appear in Armenian and Russian. 
On 3, 5, 10, and 50 kopek smaller notes (10 and 50 
kopeks are counterstamped MPO BEPEHO = specimen) a 
waterway appears labeled in Armenian and Russian 

"Grr sruuse™ — "WAPKAHAM" (Shir-Canal = Shirak Canal). 
On 3, 5, and 10 ruble larger notes (5 and 10 rubles 
are counterstamped specimen in Russian) a mountain 
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Fig. 3. Worker's Credit notes 
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Fig. 3. Worker's Credit notes (cont.) 
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Fig. 4. Tokens of Society to Assist the Military 
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L. Society to Assist the Military (Fig. 4) 


The token is printed in black on white paper. On the 
top, within the rectangular margin, the Armenian leg- 
end is "Qhuhn. 094. CuuU" (abbreviation of Society to 
assist the military). Next printed are the check 
number, the value in Armenian, numeral, and denomina- 
tion. Underneath, the signature of the Comrade 
treasurer (Cul. qwiudwyws) appears. In addition to 
the published 15 and 25 rubles, a 20 ruble token 
exists in the collection of the American Numismatic 
Society. 

Size: 4.7cm x 7.4cm. 
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Fig. 5. Tokens of M. and V. Yeranosian Bros. 


5. Yeranosian Bros (Fig. 5) 


The tokens are printed in black on various colored 
thin card boards. The reverse is machine—stamp— 
cancelled with month and day. On the top it states 
that the token was issued by 'Onp. Ve ts Gpwtnubwtubm 
(M. and V. Yeranosian Bros.). Their names are fol- 
lowed by the numeral, value, and denomination. Under- 
neath the rectangular margin the token is signed --on 
most of them-- "M. Yeranosian"™ in Armenian. The exam- 
ined tokens are printed in 1, 3, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 
30, 50, and 100 ruble (10 and 25 rubles from the 
author's collection) denominations. 

Size: 3.5cm x 7.2cm. 
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voeusrnAhehny ZUsuUSUvh Uh euuh SAVUuuVorAk Vuuhy 
(Udiiniined) 


Ruqduwfpe. unduwyubp wnyniwd bu guywunwup JE? 1917-1924 BR: 
Snfuwhuonn Bonunyacwd Gu panqupubpnr, qnuftunncutnnar, Yyungnae- 
@heuvtnn, RULE pMugne RA LUEbA Ie, Yutunwhwiopac Me wying Ynnut: 
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wp bpp £ Gu@uapby np cwupnie qpwih ywhwup Ypuup 2wadwahee  pt- 
put udwt unduwhuepne, Spwywnwhdwu: Ue yonniwdn yung tnand cpu 
£ Ypwnwpwyopne dwuoR pnynn unduwhubpp yntuwjnd ap ayy mndual- 
van bru Yntuwi qnyntPpru neubuay nienp2 Swewpudnttpne YEP Ge BE 
awju yonniuéhu gunpihe Yntw ywywuapbpnepy: 


bunnny wunapkwy wndvuwuopp jnwuwenpniwd Gu fboubiwytu. - 


1. Eplwehooy. 1 Gt: 50 patpyh: Sniwqnnreprt, uywqpneBbou yay, 
uunnugnnieowy dujyn jitas pws 


2. lineuwhwt Pewee pipet Funont. 5, 10, 15, 20, 50 Ynyty oe 
1 pncpth: Synewd Gu Lbupuutwuh JEP, Sucwuwpwn 1924 B. 
Yu wiG;h neg: 

8. Rwiynnwlwt Yun. tnutwupguonn yp Ynbu "2. U. be. 2." wmunb- 
eo Gay woah Unghujhunuwu Popipnwy pu swupwybunr pc) 

uo" paragon Chnsie Eouuge) Yndunnidp: Onpn qpuduuhz- 

Ubnp Pnquaynewd Gu 3, 5, 10 be 50 Yn wndtpny fuk bob 
po 3, 5 62 10 paepi fh: Fpadwepon VNicdh dop & cpuzbe 

31/XII-1924": 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


HAMBARDZUMIAN, Rafik. Uruagtser 20-rd dari lehahay gaghut'i 
/Outlines of 20th Century Polish-Armenian Colony/- Nupniwqébp 
20-pn nunp ,biwiay qunn.eh, qnbg~ fudpl dado daudhan 
Handes Amsorya, Vol. XCV (January-December 1981), Nos. 1-12, 
pp. 111-142, illus. In Armenian. 

While outlining the history of the Polish-Armenian community, a 

medal dedicated to Jgnacy Lukasiewikcz, to observe the 25th amni- 

versary of his achievements in the vetroleum industry, struck in 

1878, engreved by W. A. Mallinowski, is presented in a footnote 

(p. 115). The legend and metrological data are published. YTN 
Lo§wunwvhp Swy qunnt@hp wundneffbws nipniewqodwi wnfthr. dwto- 

Buqnni Bows vp UEP (EP 115), pldwynewd & hquugh 4neywubtfpeh twe- 

fupnpeuwpbanifbws JEP qnpdncubnifbws 25-udbwkpu unehpniwd cbqu- 

lo, Ynbniwd 1878 P., fnpwqnpniwd YU. U. Vuypphundquyph Yngdt:  bn- 
peqnpocfpiuy or gupwgqhnwlwt uncbw;vonn Spwnwpwalniwd bu: bu 


ABRAHAMIAN, A. G. Nakhamashtots'ian hay gir ev grch'ut'yun 
/Pre-Mashtots'ian Armenian Letters end Literature/ - Uwhwuw2- 
ungywu Swy ghp Gy qngntfyntt, qnigy U. 4 Upnwiud yw. Yerevan: 
Hayastan Press, 1982, pp. 7-9. In Armenian. 

While discussing the pre-Mashtots'tian letters, mention is made 

that Gh. Indjidjian has seen coins with ancient Armenian conso- 

nant letters and that Vardan the Historian chronicled that the 
coins of heathen Armenian kings engraved with Armenian letters 


were found. YTN 
Vuafwww2unghwu qnbpne puuandau wnghe yhoniwd Gu 1. hubpobwuh 


$pu Swy punudwyt muntpny qnpwd ugdupbpp be Uwaqwt Gund beh qnene- 
@hrup BE Ynuywon fwy Puquennubpne Suyopbu qanngdniwd npwvonn 
quuntud bu: GhY 


MAT'EVOSIAN, R. I. Tashir-Dzoraget (X d.-XII d. skizb) /Tashir- 
Dzoraget (Tenth through the Beginning of Twelfth Century/ - 
Swapp 2npwqbu (Xn.-XII yn. uh ay qnug th bh. Uwebynuywt. 

erevan: Academy of Sciences o rmenian SSR, Institute of 
History, 1982, pp. 13, 95-97. In Armenian. 

While studying the history of Tashir-Dzoraget, during the peri- 

od of the Bagratids, the copper coin of Kiurke Curepalatus and 

and the names of the numismatists who studied are mentioned. YTN 
Sw2hnp-2npwqtah PuqnwuntuGug gnfwuph yundnieowy neuniduuuppne- 

(owl wnfhe~ yhonewd bu Unppyt Ybenpuywqenp ynpudl qpadp ot quyt 

acuntiuauppnn npudwqtuubpne wuneuubnp: thu 


ESKIJIAN, Luther. How to be Proud of Being an Armenian, by Luther 
Eskijian. Nor Gyank, Vol. V (3 March 1983), No. 10, p. 17. 

In an effort to impress on the Armenian community their 

ancient and rich heritage, the author notes that ancient Armenian 

coins are going begging because there are no buyers. YIN 
hntug wogéw;h Shu Ge Swoncum dwnwuqniffudp Swy SwuwpwhnrPh.up 

qquunugubjne Vywnuwywe’ Sanhuwhp yn urb an shu Swy4wywu npwdubp 

unwig dufuntbyne Yo Su YwOwnwhwuubpne pny: bau 
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SEKOULIAN, Au. Dramagitakan orotumner: Het'um II, Lewon III ew 
Awshin /Numismatic Studies: Hetoum Il, Levon III, and Oshin/- 
T a a ynyuntwubn. 2bfaned P., Lounu 4. Ge Ue Lou, qntg~ 
- 0. Ubpneybwu. Vienna: Mekhitarist Press, Nationalbibliothek, 
Vol. CCXX, 1982, 101 pp., 9 pls., illus. Reprinted from 
Handes Amgorya , Vol. LXXXIV (April-June 1970), Nos. 4-6, pp. 
209-230; Vol. LXXXVI (April-dune, July- September, January - March 
Lote); Nos. 4- 6, 7-9, 1-3, pp. 225-238, 373-382, 95-110, respec- 
tively, illus. In Armenian. 
The coins in the Mekhitarist Museum in Vienna, given to Hetoum II, 
Levon III, and Oshin, are classified. Hetoum II, the coppers are 
catalogued according to the following subdivisions: the king 
seated on a throne, the king seated on a pillow with two supports 
without legs, the king seated in oriental fashion on an unseen 
pillow or the floor. The reverse subclassifications are based 
on the 21 different cross varieties. The copper coins of Hetoum | 
II, overstruck in Arabic by the occupying forces, are also cata- 
logued. Levon III, the coppers are catalogued according to fol- 
lowing subclassifications: the king with or without the throne 
on the obverse, each coin of these groups, in their own turn, 
have the following four design variants: the right hand holding 
a cross, the left arm folded and holding nothing; the right hand 
holding a cross, the left arm folded and holding a staff extend- 
ing over his left shoulder; the left hand holding a cross, the 
right arm folded and holding nothing; the left hand holding a 
eross, the right arm folded and holding a staff extending over 
his right shoulder. And lastly, the reverse routine is based on 
ten different styles of crosses. Oshin, the classification is 
based on the inscription, field marks, and monograms. The Arabic 
overstrikes are also mentioned where Sekoulian thinks that the 
Arabic dies were used by the occupying ruler on the limited supply 
of takvorins which was later exchanged for a bigger sum of non- 
over erver ergs ie Upbrstray f Up Pupbutr pub ub iui eI 
wuWLnnnew w wn w wn Ww » upNNtw 
SGfinud P-p, Laenu -h "6 aio Oapiud A. go igubeqancencun un- 
two £ Sbunbcbwy Vinal atubn ieee. - Awquwennp puqdwd quip Up 
Ynuy, fiwquenpn puqdwé Enyne youwnwiu neubgnn wnuwug nnph pwqungh 
Up Yynwy, flwquennp Uunwd wnbebjowu dbend duy juuwnpl saiiea ies 
pundh Up ww qbuuh Yynuy: Royngdp unnnwawdwuntdubnn Spvunewd bu 
waar 21 a igh a Ynwy: dwuwennniwd bu Uwhe gnwedwu fh2ofuw- 
niffowug Yngv— wpwawnun Yupniwsd pmyret Reh ynpud— nnwdub 
Loéenu 4%, wofpudutpp quwuwennnewd GU Stnbrcbwy en lenedvtinadt ap nye- 
whynnvfu Ynwy flwquennn quind yu wnwiug quip, wunugWt pa sraniaba he 
po YWonevbuwy pp enpuwhkwi pudwuntdp Stmbcbw, dbeny.- pws Up Yn 
pnut wf? dbinpny, du ftbcp Owjynewd £ Gr nefug Yp panuk. fowe dp Up 
anug w? dtnpny, dwyynewd dufuny~ wonepatat Uuywu vp nn is a 
Sale ntupu Ynwy. dup dbnpny Yn panuk fuwe Up, wf? fobep dwyynecw 
be ngpue Yo pnul. dui dtapp Yn annul fuwe Vp Ge dw yniwd wPny* 
Uwywu up np Y’bnkwph wP neupu Ydnwy: Le dane bu bubif dbtp, 
§pdunewd & fuweh nwup pe Rian Fl Ynwy: oh, nuucnpniltp $pu- 
Unewd E nnwlh gniwanncfe buwqntpniu be "Foch mucnenede, Shi: 
puy: Shonewd bu uwbe wnwabptt tn lwianetiens nip Ubpne/ owt sar 
fan sh fE wnwabpbu yuben Yo qupunctp qnwennhu Yoqdt> uwSdvwuupwl 
f@wqnennpuubpne Ynwy a Gp pnpwuwlntep webpp vd qnevunh vp 
24upnewd npwdubpne ywudunedh ywpwquwy pu: bhu 
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P'LAWCHIAN, Tigran. Artashesian harstut'ian dramneré /The Coins 
of the Artaxiads/ - Upaw2 bubwu §wnuuntfowy nputtving, gpg 
tna. Shqnwu pyarGbws. HMEM-i Skautin Dzayné, (1982), No. 1, 
pp- 12-125. In Armenian. 
The author mentions the conver coins of Tigranes I (123-96 .C.), 
the silver and covper coins (struck in Nisibis, Damascus, Latakia, 
Antioch, Artaxata, and Tigranocerta) of Tigranes the Great (95-56 
B.C.), a copper coin of Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.) a copper coin 
of Artaxias II (30-20 B.C.), the silver and broze coins of Tigranes 
III (20-8 B.C.), the copper coins of Tigranes IV (8-5 B.C. and 
Tigranes IV and Erato (2-1 am 1). F YTN 
Zbnpuwl t Shqnwu U-h (128-96 v.£,) wnhidt qpwlvbnp, 
Shendl Teep tobe se vee) wpdwet be ynpudl npudtbpp Wanwunewd 
Usphu, bwtwulnu, bafapher, Uunhne, Unuazgeun be Shqnwuwhtpw ), Up- 
mutwqn R-h (56-34 «f,) wynpudt Uh apap, Unaw2tu A-h (30-20 
U.2.) ynpudk Up now, Shaput oa Woe-8 u,b.) cndege ou wate 
66 nnpuwdubpn, Shqnwt tp (8-5 U.2.) ne Shqanwt * G2 Upumnyh 
(2-1 U.£.-3.8. 1) ynfpudt npwdubnp: bau 


SABBAGHTAN, Berj. Hayazgi At'abeg ew Musuli Sult'an Patr Et Tin 
Lulu /Armenian Descent Atabeg and Sultan of Mosul Badr al-Din 
Lu'lu'/ - é2wywqqhp Ufwpby Ge Uniuneyh Unty fu Awan Cu Shu Lne- 
unr, gnpGg~ Vbp0 Usujywnbwiu. Haigazian Armenotogical Review, 
Vol. IX (1981), pp. 121-130, illus. English summary. 

A dinar and a fals of Badr al-Din Lulu al-Armani (1217-1259), 

struck in Mosul, are described. Published are the Arabic legends 

and their Armenian translation and the metrological data. Ac- _ 
cording to the author, Badr al-Din Lulu, probably from the Khilat 
area, was purchased as a slave at a young age by a tailor in Mo- 
sul, then sold to the sultan of the same city, Nur al-Din Arslan 

Shah (1192-1210). Badr al-Din, because of his wisdom and courage, 

reached a very high position, was avpointed as a regent to the 

young children of the sultan who were heirs to the throne, and 
later inherited the throne himself. Badr al-Din Lulu® became 

one of the loved and respected Atabegs of Mosul. YTN 
Uyapugqnniwd bu Punn wyp-bhu wyp-Upvwuhh 1217-1259 Uh nhuwpu 

ne dh pojup, Swawunewd Uniuncyp JEP: Spwownwhniwd bu wawabplu 

Bunpuqnpntfipruuban Ge ey erie 5 fwpqvwuntiihrup be gurhuqhuwlwu 

antowjpuann: Cum Sanpualpu > Punn wy-thu Lacyne, Swewuwawp vyw- 

@bh anSwutu, Swywqah qbph vpu tp dwuney Swuwlpus quacwé Uneuneyh 

Gndwlh Up Ynqvt, wyw dwntwéd ung pwowph unc; fwupu Untp wi- 

Ane Upu yw pean 1192-1210 : Funn wi-thu pp negpvnefbwu oe 

pufnefowu 2 nnSpe_ Swuwd & pundp nhpph Up, Ugwuwhnewd £ puwdw- 

Yury aay bu tpyne cwuywSwuwl dwnwuqnpgubpncu, wyw dwnwtuqud © 

quip: wan wyp~khu Lacyne Gowd & Vntunty fp uppnewd ne yunqnewsd 

u@wpbyubptu wpu: GRU 


SARKISSIAN, Henry V. SSHM-é medalayin arvestum /The USSR in 
Medallic Art/ - UU2U-p Utnwywypt wpdbunned, qpbg 2bupf Uup- 
quywu. Banber Hayastani Arkhivneri, Vol. XXIII (1982), No. 3, 
pp. 125-129, illus. In Armenian. 

More than twenty medals are dedicated to the basic changes that 

have taken place on the territory of the Soviet Union. The medals 
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immortalize the important events of Soviet government which in- 
clude exhibition of productivity, the confirmation of constitu- 
tion, the October Revolution, the union of Russia with the U- 
kraine and Eastern Armenia, the founding of the mint of Lenin- 
grad, and other anniversaries. The medals issued in Armenia in- 
clude the 150th anniversary of the joining of Eastern Armenia 
with Russia (1978), 6 types, authored by Kh. and A. Adamian and 
R. Azizian. Also, a 50th anniversary medal of the USSR (1972), 
authored by Kh. Adamian, was struck in Yerevan. YTN 
fuwut wibjp vonwyubp uncefpnewe Gu undbuwyw Fn rete dnuwy 
ubnh A iaeas Spuuwhwt pngnnifowug: Vywpwqnniwé vonwipubpp yn 
JuctndwgtGv undtuwhwt wbuncfbwi Yunbenn fppwnupdénibhruuban n- 
poup YW’ pungnybt wpnpeuwpbpncebwt gniguwiwuntu, uwitwuwnpni pow 
ee Mata , i el al ek ae aia dt irneupfny Uhugned, 
tunwthny Ge Unbcbjbwu Zwywunwup, Lbupuqnwnh naau Cane Mune 
Shvuwnapni ptm be wy, munbypgubp: gwywunwh JE? fenqupyniwd cJoqu- 
uant Gu 150-wlbwl Unbcb;bwu gwywunwup be itmneufpny Upwgdwi (1978 
R ); 6 mbuwl, Fonpuwhnifbwdp hb. be Unwibwuuapne Ge fh. Ughqbwif: 
pene uwoe UUZU 50-udbutp cana, un (1972 fo), b. Uquwbwup %b- 
Hhtwknrfbudp, Sunuwtunewd £ Gab uh UES: CRY 
TER GHEVONDIAN, Haik. Oskerch'akan ireghenner ew anonts' gortsa- 
tsuttiwné Hayastani mej nakhak'ristoneakan shrjanin (Jewelry 
and Its Use in Pre-Christian Armenia) - Nulbppulwe fptat este 
bi wuntg qnpdwonrPhrun Zwywunwuh JE? Uupwpphunnutwhw gnpwupi, 
qnpog* guy Stn Vbenuntbws. Bazmavep, Vol. CXL (1982), Nos. 1-2, 
pp. 11-25, 8 pls. In Armenian with French summary. 
While studying the art pertaining to the Armenian gold smiths and 
silver smiths, described are the gold medallions discovered during 
the excavations of Armavir, the crowns and ornaments on the sil- 
ver coins of Tigranes II and Artavasdes ITI. YTN 
Swy udu nuybpswhwu be wndwugqnpdwywt upncaunfp neuncvvwuppne- 
@bwu pufugppu~ Ulwawqnnewd Gu Undwefpp wyannidubnta yuyntwpbp- 
cwé Uinwihnuubpn, Shanwu R-p Ge Unnurwqn F-f wpdufbwy npudib- 
oncu Ynwyh Bwqtpu ne qunntpp: thu 


NOONAN, Thomas. A Ninth Century Dirham Hoard from Devista in 
Southern Russia, by Thomas Noonan. Museum Notes, Vol. XXVII 
(1982), pp. 185-190, Nos. 7, 24, 43; 193, Nos. 117, 118. 

A dirham hoard was found in the village of Devista, southern Rus- 

sia, in 1939. The hoard consisted of 299 whole and 24 fragments 

of silver coins. Five of the Umayyad and ‘Abbasid coins are 
inscribed Arminiyah and Madinat Arran. The earliest dirham is 
given to the Umayyad Caliphate (A.H. 105), and the latest is 

ap ee to al-Matmun (A.H. 217). r ee —w YTN 

woutwy hu Ihhneufny dbtfpumw qhienfu vt’, 193 e, quuncy 

nig touueens peed i Guudn cup elas — 299 tnhe be 24 Yannewsd 

wpdufbwy npwttbn: Ovwybwu be Uppawubws Shuq nnwdubn updwiwan- 

cwé bu Undhupw be Vunhuwf Unwi: deca np soup apniwd £ 

Ovujybut fwjppuynefbws (2. 105 f@.) Ge whbuwnegn Yopwqnnewd £ =~ 

Vudneu pu G. 217 @.): be 
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